
 

Prom and Graduation Season Substance Abuse Prevention Strategies and Activities 

Name and brief description of strategy or activity: South Glens Falls After Prom Party 
The After-Prom party is the sponsored party on prom night; students are required to arrive within an 
hour and half after prom lets out and stay until 5 am unless a parent signs them out.  That time is filled 
with fun, food, and lots of laughs!  All prom goers and members of the prom class are invited. 

How to get started: The local youth pastor in our community approached the coalition with the idea 
of a sponsored after prom party.  The coalition was immediately on board and approached the school 
district.  Our only ask of the school was to help us bill the event as part of prom.  We also asked to be 
allowed in the building to do sign-ups and permission slips.  Then we took on the task of getting 
donations for the event and forming subcommittees for food, decorations, prizes, and security. 

Resources needed: Our venue for years one and two was a building on the church property, we have 
moved it this year to a local indoor sports facility due to discussions that the church venue may be a 
barrier for some people.  Our first two years the budget was only $2,500 or less.  Most of this went to 
prizes and entertainment for the night.  Games and food were provided by community volunteers.  
This year our budget is about $4,000 to cover the new venue and to bring in bigger entertainment.   

People to get on board: To make this a successful event, we needed the school district, specifically 
the prom advisor and the class officers, the faith based community helped to provide donations and 
volunteers, and local businesses to give us donations.  The two biggest groups we needed to get on 
board were the parents and the students.  We sought out not only the parents of the current prom 
class but the next year’s parents to help make our event sustainable.  We have doubled its size each 
year and with footage of the previous year, we were able to make a great promo video for this year.  
Videos will be shown in each English class and are posted on our website and social media. 

Steps to Success:   
1. Advertise this as part of prom night – Every time the class advisor sent home a notice to parents 
about prom, our event information was included.   

2. Ask the students what they want; then give it to them. (Within reason) 

3. Mix it up – Make sure to have a variety of activities throughout the night so students don’t get 
bored and to appeal to all the different kinds of students in attendance.  They just spent 3 hours 
dancing so unless there is something specific to the theme, ie. Line dancing, skip it. 

4. We hosted our Underage Drinking Town Hall meeting 2-3 weeks before prom to help encourage 
the community to participate in our After-Prom efforts.  Videos are on ccfw.weebly.com  

5. Volunteers are everything!  Publicly show your appreciation to everyone who makes a 
contribution. 

For more information, contact: Kait Downey:  ccfw-youth@preventioncouncil.org  
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