
Prom and Graduation Season Substance Abuse Prevention Strategies and Activities 

 Name and brief description of strategy or activity:  Project Sticker Shock:  Adults and youth visit (with 
permission) local stores that sell alcohol and place stickers on the alcohol products warning those 
purchasing alcohol that it is against the law to serve/give alcohol to minors.  Those violating this law 
can face a fine of up to $1000 or 1 year in jail. 

How to get started:  Contact local vendors and explain the program to them.  Secure their permission 
to “sticker” the alcohol products.  We approached the corporate office of a large supermarket and in 
doing so; we obtained permission to “sticker” in any of their stores.  Contact the store manages and 
set up the date and times for “snickering”.  Put together your team of “stickerers” (both adults and 
young people) and “sticker” away. 

Resources needed:  Stickers and adults to supervise the “stickering”. 

People to get on board:  Alcohol vendors, school SADD  (or similar) chapter advisor,  law enforcement,  
local substance abuse coalitions, school parent organizations, religious leaders, service clubs, etc. 

Steps to Success:  A good campaign needs a dedicated person to be in charge.  That person will be 
responsible to coordinating the stores and the stickerers as well as the funding for the supplies... 
Make sure you have contacted the store and asked them what their rules are for the campaign.  
Depending on the size of the store you will need enough people to be in and out quickly so as not to 
disturb the shoppers.  The average supermarket should take no long than ½ hours for 4 people.  It is 
really important that young people be closely supervised and that stickers only end up on the 
product, not the supermarket shelves or walls.  To avoid breakage do not move the products.  Do 
not cover up any name, bar code or other information on the product.  Avoid stickering single 
bottles as there is rarely space on them for the sticker 

 

For more information, contact:  Sally Yageric, Erie County Council for the Prevention of Alcohol and 
Substance Abuse, 716-831-2298 or Sally@eccpasa.org  
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