Prom and Graduation Season Substance Abuse Prevention Strategies and Activities

Name of strategy or activity: Prom Transportation Policy

Description: To provide low-cost, luxury transportation for students to and from the prom in an effort
to prevent and reduce alcohol consumption at pre-prom and post-prom gatherings in the Riverhead
Central School District community.

Resources needed:

The school district bears the responsibility of securing the buses and determining the contract with
the transportation provider. The cost of bus transportation is included in the cost of a prom ticket.
The school district determines the pre-prom meeting time and post-prom coordination at the school.

/I-Iow to get started: With the support and recommendations of the Riverhead Community Coalition \
for Safe and Drug-Free Youth, Riverhead Central School District initiated a new policy in 2013

mandating that high school students attending the senior prom meet at Riverhead High School to

board luxury busses that would take them to and from the prom venue. Riverhead Community

Coalition for Safe and Drug-Free Youth pledged its support and resources to help implement the

policy by organizing a Pre-Prom Event prior to boarding the buses..
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People to get on board:

School District including administrators, senior class advisors and school security.
Students

Parents

/Steps to Success: \

It was important to clearly communicate the policy to students and parents in a timely manner and
emphasize that the purpose of the policy is to ensure that students have a fun, safe, alcohol —free
celebration. We conveyed to parents and students that the provision of buses helps reduce costs
associated with the prom as limos are not needed. The provision of school-sponsored buses
eradicated alcohol use in limos that has become all too prevalent in many communities.
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For more information, contact: Riverhead Community Awareness Program, Inc. (CAP) at (631) 727-
3722 or visit RiverheadCAP.org.



http://www.riverheadcap.org/



